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WORN  RELIC  TREASURED 


J.  William  Joos  sharpens  his  knife  on  a  well-worn  square 
of  whetstone  once  the  property  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Whetstone  Link 
With  Martyr 

Attorney  Here  Has 
Memento  Used  by 
Lincoln  in  Boyhood 

A  worn  lililn  srjiiafp  f)f  sand- 
stone owned  by  J.  William  Joos, 
attorney,  does  not  look  very 
imposing — but  it  is  the  whetstone 
used  by  Abraham  Lincoln. 

When  the  martyred  President 
was  a  small  boj^  in  Kentucky,  his 
pal  was  "King  Ninie,"  whose  real 
name  was  James  William  Brack- 
en, grandfather  of  the  present 
owner  of  the  whetstone. 
STONE'S  ORIGIN 

Lincoln  and  King  Ninie  each 
cut  a  Avhetstone  out  of  a  sand- 
stone near  their  homes,  accord- 
ing to  Joos.  A  short  time  later 
3'oung  Abe  lost  his,  and  the  pair 
used  the  same  stone  for  their 
knives.  It  is  a  good  stone,  useful 
for  razors  and  other  cutlery. 

When  Lincoln  introduced  Sara 
Rice  to  his  pal,  romance  began. 
Sara  became  Mrs.  Bracken,  and 
eventually  the  grandmother  of 
Joos.  Following  the  marriage, 
the  Brackens  moved  to  SAveet- 
water,  111.,  and  Lincoln  lived  at 
their  home  for  a  time  while  get- 
ting settled  in  Illinois. 

"They  were  always  friendS," 
Joos  said  yesterday.  "The  Presi- 
dent wrote  to  my  grandfather 
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even  after  he  was  in  the  White 
House.  We've  given  the  letters 
and  things  to  be  placed  among 
the  Lincoln  mementos  in  Spring- 
field, 111.  However,  I  have  the 
whetstone." 

"It  came  down  to  my  mother, 
Abigail  Bracken  Joos,"  he  de- 
clared, sharpening  his  knife  on 
the  stone.  "She  lives  in  Pomona 
and  is  87  years  old.  She  gave 
it  to  me." 
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